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Hello everybody. Can you hear me? Of course not—I’m not able to speak with you 
yet because I am still safe and cozy in my mother’s womb, waiting to join you all on 

the day that God appointed for me to be born. He has said that I am being made in His 
image! Imagine that!! I might even be born before America’s January 23 celebration of 
the sanctity of human life. But guess what? Even if I have not made my big entrance by 
then, every day of my pre-born life is worthy of celebration. Woo hoo!!!

You know, there might be some people out there who were impacted by someone’s difficult 
decision to have an abortion, maybe recently, maybe decades ago.  I hope they are receiving 
love and support from their church, friends and families, and have found healing and 
forgiveness in God. That’s my mom’s story—she made that decision two years ago, and 
so I won’t know my sister this side of Heaven. Mom was drowning in regret and guilt 
after her abortion, but she found non-judgmental help at Healing Tides, a support 
group for post-abortive women. She’s doing great now.

Anyway—I hope YOU celebrate the sanctity of human life, not just  
on January 23, but every day. 

Love,
Pre-born Me

P.S. Thanks to lots of you for supporting Care Net  
where my mom got me diapers, cute burp cloths,  

soft, homemade blankets, and the  
coolest stroller EVER! 

THE NEWSLETTER OF BOULEVARD PARK CHURCH

Hello Out There? 
Letter from a Pre-born Baby 

By Ellyn Roe

Honor the Sanctity of Human Life  
on Sunday, January 23

Even so, come, Lord Jesus!

JANUARY 2022 
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This monthly PAGE 2 column  
reminds us that a partnership  

takes two. We should all be  
active, on-going SENDERS  
partnering with the SENT.

Compiled and edited by Ellyn Roe

PAGE 2: YOU AND YOUR GLOBAL WORKERS
Twosomes Partnering with God around the World

*Because the Press is published 
online, some of our global workers 
must guard their identities. If  you 

need email addresses, contact  
ellynroe@comcast.net
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Happy Memories in America [see photos]; 
Sad News From Chad 
By M.E.*

Recent reports from Chad have been sad. Two of  the “brightest lights” for 
Christ – rather new believers from the Muslim background – have stumbled 
badly. “Bruce” made some poor moral decisions and is now dealing with the 
consequences. “Zander” was caught in a web of  lies. I don’t doubt these men 
are true Christians. It does, however, convince me Satan is terribly threatened 
with the advances they’ve made in laying a foundation for Christ’s church 
among the Muslim tribes of  Chad. Please PRAY Bruce and Zander will learn 
humility and be strengthened by the Spirit so as not to gratify the desires of  
the sinful nature. PRAY against the Enemy’s cunning strategies.

“Stephen,” who left Islam 10 years ago in Chad begs for your PRAYERS. His 
father recently died and wrote Stephen out of  his will, saying he’s no longer 
part of  the family. Stephen is grieved and very lonely in a town he moved to 
a month ago for a job. PRAY for a friend.

You remain in my weekly prayers, dear body at BPC. May the Lord bless 
you abundantly. 

With love and thanks for your partnership!

Marlene

P.S. Editor’s Note: M* Begins her long journey back to Chad on January 7th.  
Let’s pray for her farewells, flights, and readjustment mercies. 
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Alaska wonderland:  
I’ll stick with Africa, thank you!

In Yakima with my College friend, L. Cole         

Enjoying putt-putt with three of my niece’s kids

With my friend, Young at Ruby Beach, WAHeidi, a college friend, treated me to visit her in Alaska.
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Heidi and I visit a bear in Alaska. 
It got to 13 below one Nov.  morning 

in Palmer, AK 
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HERE I STAND

Resolutions
By Pastor Bud

Studies show that only 8% of those who 
make New Year’s resolutions keep them 
all year, and 80% have failed by February. 
So, why am I writing this article about 
resolutions? Because I believe we can 
improve the resolution success rate.

For many years now, when mid-
December comes, I read Jonathan Edwards’ 
“Resolutions.” Edwards was a young 
pastor 18 or 19 years old and called to 
serve a minority faction of a New York City 
Presbyterian Church that went through a 
recent split. Knowing that he needed solid 
ground to stand on and a compass to guide 
him through difficult times, Edwards wrote 
seventy resolutions beginning in August 
1722; he completed resolution seventy on 
August 17, 1723.

Edwards’ self-awareness and wisdom 
at such a young age manifest themselves in 
the preface of his “Resolutions.” The preface 
reads, “Being sensible that I am unable to 
do anything without God’s help, I do humbly 
entreat him, by his grace, to enable me to keep 
these Resolutions, so far as they are agreeable 
to his will, for Christ’s sake.” He then wrote 
a note to himself saying, “Remember to read 
over these Resolutions once a week.” 

The rest of Jonathan Edwards’ life and 
ministry demonstrate that he was one of the 
few who make and keep their resolutions. 
I believe it will be helpful for us to consider 
some of the resolutions made by Edwards. I 
urge you to consider them, adopt them, and 
keep them for the glory of God.

Here is a sampling of Jonathan Edwards’ 
“Resolutions”:
(1) Resolved, that I will do whatsoever I think 
to be most to the glory of God. – his second 
resolution is an add-on, (2) Resolved to be 
continually endeavoring to find out some new 
contrivance and invention to promote the 
aforementioned things. – The heart of this 
compound resolution is to proactively seek 
ways to seek God’s glory above our own. Paul 
agreed, urging the Corinthians, “Whether, 
then, you eat or drink or whatever you do, do 
all to the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). But 
how does this happen? You will not eat a 
fried egg to the glory of God without some 
careful thought. Too often, we eat a fried 

egg critiquing the seasoning, texture, and 
firmness. But, when was the last time you 
praised God for His creation of a chicken that 
could lay an egg, which could be fried in one 
context and become a chick in another? Did 
you thank God for its goodness, taste, and 
nutritional value when you ate the egg? To 
eat an egg for the glory of God requires us to 
be continually endeavoring to discover God’s 
multi-faceted grace even in the seemingly 
simple things, and we do this not to be 
profound but to be aware of His goodness 
and greatness and to give Him glory.

(28) Resolved to study the Scriptures so 
steadily, constantly, and frequently, as that I 
may find, and plainly perceive, myself to grow 
in the knowledge of the same. – The more I 
study the Bible, the more I see its relevance, 
cohesiveness, and transformational power. 
The apostle Paul told Timothy to “discipline 
yourself for the purpose of godliness” (1 Tim. 
4:7), and later in the same chapter said,  
“Take pains with these things; be absorbed in 
them, so that your progress will be evident to 
all” (1 Tim. 4:15). Peter said, “Like newborn 
babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so 
that by it you may grow in respect to salvation” 
(1 Pet. 2:2). I, too, urge you to resolve yourself 
to become a consistent, constant, persistent 
student of God’s word so that by it, you may 
grow in respect to salvation.

(70) Let there be something of benevolence 
in all that I speak – This was Edwards’ final 
resolution. Scripture agrees with its intent. 
“Let no unwholesome word proceed from 
your mouth, but only such a word as is good 
for edification according to the need of the 
moment, so that it will give grace to those who 
hear” (Eph. 4:29). Consider Paul’s words in 
Colossians 4:6, “Let your speech always be 
with grace, as though seasoned with salt, so 
that you will know how you should respond to 
each person.” 

If you have never made resolutions 
before, these three are a great place to start. 
The good news is that they are biblical, 
which means you can count on help from 
the Holy Spirit, and with His help, you can 
be part of the 8%.

Have a blessed New Year,
Pastor Bud

  
Milestones

Engagement
Jessica Barton and Ryan 
Sneesby on December 7, 2021 
Jessica is the daughter of   
Doug and Lisa Barton and  
Ryan is the son of  Randy and 
Suzanne Sneesby. 

Birth
Hendrix Simon Louis Gregory 
November 22, 2021
Parents: Mariah and Jason 
Grandparents: Barry and Marlee 
Dubnow 

Deaths
Donna Lolita Shoe
December 6, 2021
mother of  Jim Shoe 

Gene Erdahl
December 14, 2021
husband of  Roma and father of  
Scott and loving friend to many

Glenna Russell
December 22, 2021
sister of   Don Hartley
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  Save the date! 

MEN’S  
BREAKFAST 
    Saturday, January 22     
 8 a.m.     Rooms 151/155 

   Guest Speaker:  Mac Hoover, 
Christ Church – Federal Way  

      Topic: 
 “The Sufficiency of God’s 

  Provision” 
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Trustee-Sponsored  
MPR Renovation Projects
By Todd Neumann, Renovation Liaison and Board of Trustees member

The MPR Remodel begins the first week of 
January!! The estimated 13-week project by 
Moon Construction includes the following:
• Remove the old wall carpet, wall repair, 

install of MDF wainscoting, and painting 
the walls and ceiling.

• Install nine sound-absorbing panels on the 
north wall.

• Paint the 400-level corridors.
• Add outlets and new audio/video 

connection boxes in the north wall.
• Install new outlets on the exterior of  

the north wall (parking lot side).

• Route low voltage and line voltage 
conduits from the south side electrical 
room and sound room to the north wall.

• Install a demonstration light fixture for 
durability testing.

• Replace all 28 light fixtures with LED 
fixtures and a new control system.

• Install new floor carpeting with integrated 
walk-off mats.

After Moon Construction completes their 
work, we will install a new sound system 
and re-cover the existing fabric-covered 
sound panels.

Bible Reading 
Plan Begins
By Kathy Rainey

It has been really encouraging that 
so many in our BPC family read 
through the Bible using the plan  
for 2021. 

The BPC 2022 Six Day Bible 
Reading Plan is here. The plan was 
put together by Ken Carter and 
reviewed by Maria Carter. 

The Old testament is 
chronological except for Job. It’s 
based on the FiveDayBible Reading 
plan and it’s easy to use and mark 
off as you read through the Bible in 
the New Year. 

A copy of the plan is available 
in the church office and also at the 
Welcome Desk. 

Week 39 
o Jer 22-23, 26; Prov 19 

o Jer 25, 35; 1 Timothy 1; Ps 115 

o Jer 36, 45; 1 Tim 2; Ps 116 

o Jer 27-28; 1 Tim 3 

o Jer 29, 24; 1 Tim 4; Ps 117 

o Jer 37, 21, 34; 1 Tim 5 

Week 40 
o Jer 30-31 ; 1 Tim 6 

o Jer 32-33; Prov 20; Ps 118 

o Jer 38, 39, 52; 2 Timothy 1 

o 2 Kin 24-25; 2; Chr 36; 2 Tim 2 

o Lamentations 1-3; 2 Tim 3 

o Lam 4-5; 2 Tim 4; Ps 120 

Week 41 
o Obadiah; Ps 119 

o Jer 40-42; Prov 21 

o Jer 43-44; Titus 1; Ps 121 

o Jer 46-48; Titus 2 

o Jer 49-51; Titus 3; Ps 122 

o Ezekiel 1-2; Prov 22 

Week 42 
o Ezek 3-5; Philemon; Ps 123 

o Ezek 6-8; Prov 23 

o Ezek 9-10; Hebrews 1; Ps 124 

o Ezek 11-13; Heb 2 

o Ezek 14-15; Heb 3; Ps 125 

o Ezek 16-17; Heb 4 

Week 43 
o Ezek 18-19; Heb 5; Ps 126 

o Ezek 20-21; Heb 6 

o Ezek 22-23; Heb 7; Ps 127 

o Ezek 24-26; Heb 8 

o Ezek 27-28; Heb 9; Ps 128 

o Ezek 29-30; Heb 10 

Week 44 
o Ezek 31-32; Heb 11; Ps 129 

o Ezek 33-35; Heb 12 

o Ezek 36-37; Heb 13; Ps 130 

o Ezek 38-39; Prov 24 

o Ezek 40-42; James 1; Ps 131 

o Ezek 43-44; James 2 

Week 45 
o Ezek 45-46; James 3; Ps 132 

o Ezek 47-48; James 4 

o Daniel 1-2; James 5; Ps 133 

o Dan 3-5; Prov 25 

o Dan 6-7; 1 Peter 1; Ps 134 

o Dan 8-10; 1 Pet 2 

Week 46 
o Dan 11-12; 1 Pet 3; Ps 135 

o Ezra 1-3; 1 Pet 4 

o Ezra 4-6; 1 Pet 5; Ps 136 

o Ezra 7-8;  Prov 26 

o Ezra 9-10; 2 Peter 1; Ps 137 

o Haggai 1-2; 2 Pet 2 

Week 47 
o Zechariah 1-3; 2 Pet 3; Ps 138 

o Zech 4-5; Prov 27 

o Zech 6-8; 1 John 1; Ps 139 

o Zech 9-10; 1 John 2 

o Zech 11-12; 1 John 3; Ps 140 

o Zech 13-14; 1 John 4 

Week 48 
o Esther 1-3; 1 John 5; Ps 141 

o Esther 4-6; Prov 28 

o Esther 7-8; 2 John; Ps 142 

o Esther 9-10; Prov 29 

o Nehemiah 1-3; 3 John 

o Neh 4-5; Prov 30 

Week 49 
o Neh 6-8; Jude; Ps 143 

o Neh 9-10; Prov 31 

o Neh 11-13; Revelation 1 

o Malachi 1-2; Rev 2; Ps 144 

o Mal 3-4; Rev 3 

o Job-1-3; Rev 4 

Week 50 
o Job 4-6; Rev 5; Ps 145 

o Job 7-9; Rev 6 

o Job 10-12; Rev 7 

o Job 13-14; Rev 8; Ps 146 

o Job 15-16; Rev 9 

o Job 17-18; Rev 10 

Week 51 
o Job 19-20; Rev 11; Ps 147 

o Job 21-22; Rev 12 

o Job 23-24; Rev 13 

o Job 25-26; Rev 14; Ps 148 

o Job 27-28; Rev 15 

o Job 29-30; Rev 16 

Week 52 
o Job 31-32; Rev 17; Ps 149 

o Job 33-34; Rev 18 

o Job 35-36; Rev 19 

o Job 37-38; Rev 20; Ps 150 

o Job 39-40; Rev 21 

o Job 41-42; Rev 22 

 

 
Six Day Bible Reading Plan 

• The Old Testament is chronological 

except Job. 
• Check off each day's reading, and then 

check off each week in the Weekly 

Progress Register.  

Weekly Progress Register 

 1  12  23  34  45 

 2  13  24  35  46 

 3  14  25  36  47 

 4  15  26  37  48 

 5  16  27  38  49 

 6  17  28  39  50 

 7  18  29  40  51 

 8  19  30  41  52 

 9  20  31  42 

 10  21  32  43 

 11  22  33  44 

 
Old Testament chronological reading sequence 

taken from FiveDayBibleReading.com 

Please provide feedback to KenCarter911@live.com 

Week 1 
o Genesis 1-2; Matthew 1; Psalm 1 

o Gen 3-5; Matt 2 

o Gen 6-7; Matt 3; Ps 2 

o Gen 8-10; Matt 4 

o Gen 11-12; Matt 5; Ps 3 

o Gen 13-15; Matt 6 

Week 2 
o Gen 16-17; Matt 7; Ps 4 

o Gen 18-19; Matt 8 

o Gen 20-21; Matt 9 

o Gen 22-23; Matt 10; Ps 5 

o Gen 24-25; Matt 11 

o Gen 26-28; Matt 12; Ps 6 

Week 3 
o Gen 29-30; Matt 13; Ps 7 

o Gen 31-32; Matt 14 

o Gen 33-34; Matt 15; Ps 8 

o Gen 35-36; Matt 16 

o Gen 37-39; Matt 17; Ps 9 

o Gen 40-42; Matt 18 

Week 4 
o Gen 43-44; Matt 19; Ps 10 

o Gen 45-46; Matt 20 

o Gen 47-48; Matt 21; Ps 11 

o Gen 49-50; Matt 22 

o Exodus 1-3; Matt 23; Ps 12 

o Exo 4-5; Matt 24 

Week 5 
o Exo 6-7; Matt 25 

o Exo  8-9; Matt 26; Ps 13 

o Exo 10-11; Matt 27 

o Exo 12-14; Matt 28; Ps 14 

o Exo 15-16; Proverbs 1 

o Exo 17-18; Mark 1; Ps 15 

Week 6 
o Exo 19-20; Mark 2; Ps 16 

o Exo 21-22; Mark 3 

o Exo 23-24; Mark 4; Ps 17 

o Exo 25-27; Mark 5 

o Exo 28-30  Mark 6; Ps 18 

o Exo 31-32; Mark 7 

Week 7 
o Exo 33-35; Mark 8 

o Exo 36-37; Mark 9; Ps 19 

o Exo 38-40  Mark 10 

o Leviticus 1-2; Mark 11; Ps 20 

o Lev 3-5; Mark 12 

o Lev 6-8; Mark 13; Ps 21 

Week 8 
o Lev 9-10; Mark 14; Ps 22 

o Lev 11-12; Mark 15 

o Lev 13-14; Mark 16; Ps 23 

o Lev 15-17; Prov 2 

o Lev 18-20; Luke 1; Ps 24 

o Lev 21-22; Luke 2 

Week 9 
o Lev 23-24; Luke 3; Ps 25 

o Lev 25-27; Luke 4 

o Numbers 1-2; Luke 5 

o Num 3-4; Luke 6; Ps 26 

o Num 5-7; Luke 7 

o Num 8-9; Luke 8; Ps 27 

Week 10 
o Num 10-11; Prov 3; Ps 28 

o Num 12-13; Luke 9 

o Num 14-15; Luke 10; Ps 29 

o Num 16-18; Luke 11 

o Num 19-21; Luke 12; Ps 30 

o Num 22-24; Luke 13 
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Children’s Ministry
Talent Zone

Talent Zone starts again on 
Wednesday, January 12, 
with five weeks of  woodworking 
projects. Special thanks to  
Gary Schwatke for prepping  
the children’s building projects. 

If  anyone would like to lend a 
hand and some tools to help kids, 
please contact Lisa Sidenburg  
at children@bppc.org or  
206-334-6775.

Women’s Ministry

Ladies! Our CAFÉ CHOCOLAT one-
day retreat that was to be held on 
Saturday, January 15 will need to 
be postponed due to the upcoming 
remodel of the MPR that is to begin at 
the first of the year. So instead, keep 
your eyes open for announcements 
in the weekly bulletins and The Press 
about some evening activities we’ll 
be having in the next few months! 

Welcome back to  
Wednesday Morning  

Worship and Bible Study  
on January 12!
Come and join us on

Wednesdays from 9:30-11:30 a.m.  
for a time of singing and prayer,  

followed by a time of study in the Word.
Two different studies will be offered:
 Jean Rose will lead a study in  
Room 444 on Galatians, using a  
study guide by Warren Wiersbe.

 Lisa Bowen will lead an “encore 
presentation” in Room 431 of the 
DVD study on Elijah by Priscilla Shirer, 
for those who were unable to attend 
the Tuesday evening study in the fall. 
Study books will be available at the 
first session.

Questions? Contact Lisa Bowen at lisa.bowen@bpcburien.org  
or call or text at 206-354-0339 for more info.

Mark your calendar 
with these upcoming  
Saturdays to get  
together:

February 19
March 19
April 23
May 21
June 18

Keep your eyes open 
at the beginning of 
each month to see what 
kind of shenanigans 
we’ll be up to!
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Tending the Flock

How Will We Begin the New Year?
By Steve Roe, Elder

We will choose The Bible, because in it, our 
walk of faith and practice is encouraged 
and clarified. On every page, instruction 
can be found, leading us to know God more 
fully, and love Him all the more.

The gospels are the recollections of 
Matthew, Mark, Luke and John, where their 
eyewitness memories were recalled in 
great detail and recorded for the sake of the 
church. 

As the early church began its life, the 
Believers recognized the need for a written 
account of Jesus’ life, and Matthew was 
selected for the initial task. Paul soon 
needed a gospel account directed toward 
the Gentiles; Luke, the master historian, 
provided this account. Mark’s gospel was 
also written for a Gentile audience and 
published. Finally, John’s work for a wider 
audience was prepared, completing the Four 
Gospels, each with a unique perspective of 
Jesus, the central Theme of all Scripture.
• Matthew wrote to a Hebrew audience in 

~A.D. 55-65 – Jesus, the long-expected 
Messiah

• Mark wrote to a Gentile audience in  
~ A.D. 55-59 – Jesus, the Suffering Servant

• Luke wrote to a Gentile audience in  
~A.D. 58-65 – Jesus’ Humanity

• John wrote to a wide audience in  
~A.D. 85-90 – Jesus’ Deity

Imagine what 
it was like. Years 
after Jesus’ death 
and resurrection, 
the Holy Spirit 
gifted each of 
these four men 
with extraordinary recall and compelled 
them to record their encounters with Jesus 
from their viewpoint, with error-free detail. 
The Divine Author empowered the human 
author “…no prophecy was ever made by an 
act of human will, but men moved by the Holy 
Spirit spoke from God” (2 Peter 1:21).

One event Luke recalled with 
stunning detail, leads to a lesson for our 
consideration in 2022.

“Under these circumstances, after so many 

thousands of people had gathered together that 
they were stepping on one another, He began 
saying to His disciples first of all, ‘Beware of 
the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 
But there is nothing covered up that will not be 
revealed, and hidden that will not be known. 
Accordingly, whatever you have said in the 
dark will be heard in the light, and what you 
have whispered in the inner rooms will be 
proclaimed upon the housetops’” (Luke 12:1-3).
• “Under these circumstances” – Jesus’ 

courageous ministry of telling the truth 
angered the scribes and the Pharisees to 
the point of their hostility.

• “So many thousands of people had gathered 
together that they were stepping on one 
another.” – Jesus had just publicly cast out 
a demon and as He did, the number of 
onlookers rapidly increased, as people are 
naturally curious.

In Luke chapter 11 we learn that as 
the crowd grew, Jesus paused for lunch 
with a certain Pharisee and his associates. 
These men couldn’t resist hearing Jesus for 
themselves; they had noted the crowd’s 
reaction to His teaching. They were getting 
nervous, as Jesus spoke as One Who had 
authority (Matt 7:29). Then Jesus directly 
addressed the Pharisees:

“…Woe to you Pharisees! For you pay tithe 
of mint and rue and every kind of garden herb, 

and yet disregard 
justice and the love 
of God; but these 
are the things you 
should have done 
without neglecting 
the others. Woe to 

you Pharisees! For you love the chief seats in 
the synagogues and the respectful greetings 
in the marketplaces. Woe to you! For you are 
like concealed tombs, and the people who 
walk over them are unaware of it.” Woe to the 
lawyers as well!” (Luke 11:42-44).

It’s no wonder the Pharisees’ hostility 
grew!

“Under these circumstances, after  so 
many thousands…had gathered together that 
they were stepping on one another, He [turned 

  
Calendar Events

sunday regular schedule
 9:00a Adult Sunday School Class
 9:15a KIDS Sunday School Hour
 10:30a Worship In-Person & 
  Livestream

Sunday, January 2
 11:50a Congregational Meeting  
  to elect church officers

Tuesday, January 11
 9:00a MomLife 
WEDNESDAY REGULAR 
SCHEDULE
January 12, 19, 26 
 9a WOW 
 6:30p KIDS Zone 
  Youth Group & 
  Adult Bible Study 

Saturday, January 15
Press Articles Due 

Saturday, January 22
 8a Men’s Breakfast
 10a Heart to Heart  
  “Show and Tell”

Sunday, January 23
Sanctity of Human Life Sunday 

Tuesday, January 25 
 9:30a Mom Life

NOTE: Starting the first week in 
January the MPR will close for any 
activities as Moon Construction 
begins the remodeling process 

Jesus didn’t wait for a solemn time  
set apart for teaching. Why? Because the 

Pharisees – watching nearby –  
were the illustration. 
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Celebrations!

January Birthdays
 1 Lynda Eck
 6 Alex Alford
 8 Edmund Faulkner
 10 Sheila Richardson
 12 Kelly Graham
 15 Dan Kent
  Katie Siedenburg
 17 Carrie Hilstad
  Sylvia Thompson
  Jeanne Whalen
 18 Jean Rose
 19 Doug Barton
  Bud Thorne
 22 Shawn Will
 23 Tim Simmonds
  Vicky Steiner
 24 Christabelle Hall
  Rachel Wagner
 25 Barry Groves
 27 Serena Hale
 28 Annette Conroy
  Dee Secrest
 29 Mel Kimmel
  Chris Moore
  Diane Siedenburg
 31 Pat Jorgensen
Early February BDs
 1 Anita Coffman 
  Donald Ellefson
 3 Aidan Conroy
 4 Debbie Bryce
 5 Scott Boone
  Jim Buck
 6 Karen Shickley
 7 Sherry Clemons
 8 Ezekiel Jones
  Elijah Wagner
 9 Micaiah Jones

If  your birthday is not listed,  
and you would like it to be, 
please contact the church office.

to His disciples]” (Luke 12:1).
Jesus then shared a deep, significant and 

sober warning with His disciples, knowing 
that this message would be heard by others. 
Jesus didn’t wait for a solemn time, set apart 
for teaching. Why? Because the Pharisees – 
watching nearby – were the illustration. 

God determined that the Pharisees, the 
crowd, His disciples and we at Boulevard 
Park Church should be instructed by Jesus’ 
lesson:
1. Hypocrisy spreads like poison to those 

Serving in the Youth 
Ministry
By Nate Kowallis

refer students to them for guidance in Christ 
and wisdom in life. I would have been 
overjoyed as a student to have youth leaders 
like ours, who take their faith seriously and 
are so genuine. 

I would also like to keep it that way! 
Therefore, the application process is rather 
thorough. Not only would you need to 
be background checked, but we’ll have a 
conversation about your walk with God, 
relationship to sin and with people, and 
your spiritual disciplines. I’m not looking 
for perfection, but maturity. Additionally, 
if you think you’re a competent teacher 
who is able to train young people in 
righteousness, that doesn’t mean much to 
me if you’re not an attentive listener, who 
can compassionately and insightfully come 
alongside the Holy Spirit in working out 
salvation in a person’s life. 

Those things may sound fearful to you, 
like unachievable desires, or even irrelevant 
for forming and shaping young people. 
I would be happy to walk alongside you 
in becoming such a person, to offer you 
a vision for a community whose care for 
one another receives and implements the 
Gospel, and bring you on board for a heart-
first philosophy of youth ministry. 

Recently we published an article in the 
Press about serving at Glacier Middle 
School. Maybe that was inspiring for you, 
but you’re not ready to engage such large, 
public groups. Maybe direct and intentional 
discipleship vs. hours of drowning out 
profanity and resolving fights, is more where 
the Lord is leading you. Pass my test and 
I’ll be happy to have you serve in the Youth 
Group!

Sunday School has a handful of very 
committed adults, more than meeting 
our necessary ratios for the morning. 
Additionally, the Sunday School class itself 
is sometimes open to the congregation; you 
are welcome to come and learn and pray 
alongside the students without necessarily 
volunteering.

Our midweek service, however, operates 
with a “skeleton crew.” We have enough 
leaders to run six small groups, giving 
us just under half of the ideal number of 
adults in the ministry. The roles also vary in 
commitment and equipping, ranging from 
helping with media, games, or cooking, to 
extended times of listening, praying and 
active discipleship. 

The leaders who are presently serving 
are incredible. I’ve never had a leadership 
team like them, where I can wholeheartedly 

nearby - pharisaical piety runs counter  
to God-centered humility.

2. Nothing one says in secret remains a 
secret forever.

3. We must fear God, not man.
Let’s begin the New Year with The 

Book, in all its detail, because: “All 
Scripture is inspired by God and profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction, 
for training in righteousness; so that the 
man of God may be adequate, equipped  
for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

Continued from page 6
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By Lisa Siedenburg

Thanks to all who showed up for 
the work party, the blustery setup, 
and the performance…hosting, 
serving, singing, acting (which 
included six different Marys), 
parking cars, and turning lights 
on and off. And special thanks to 
Larry, Sandy and Anthony Rice for 
fixing up their golf carts to give 
people rides.

And praise to the Lord for 
stopping the rain just as we 
welcomed our first guests! We 
estimate that we had about 120 
guests visit us that night.

Don’t miss out on BPC’s Outdoor Nativity Community Outreach! 
We’ll be braving the weather and going back to a walk through event this year, and we’d love 
for you to join us in putting on this journey through Christ’s birth for the community.  

How can you help? 

Pray! …for the guests that the Lord would have you invite and for the community to see the 
advertisements and want to come hear Christ’s story, for the weather, for the many details to 
come together, for the actors/actresses & singers/musicians, for God to bring our church 
together in unity as we serve Him. 

Prep! …help make sets and costumes, fill buckets with concrete (to weight down the canopies), 
put out yard signs around the neighborhood, loan us some equipment (propane fire pits & 
heaters, extension cords), donate cookies, help set up the morning of (Last year we had a small 
but mighty crew, but we really needed a few more hands!! Please consider helping out the 
morning of!) 

Participate! …join the welcome team, serve hot cocoa or cookies, act in a scene (if you acted in 
a role last year and want to do the same role, let us know ASAP please) 

How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news,  
who publishes peace, who brings good news of happiness, who publishes salvation,  

who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.” Isaiah 52:7 

Contact Lisa Siedenburg to get involved! children@bppc.org or 206-334-6775 

 

Ph
ot

o c
re

dit
s: 

Lis
a S

ied
en

bu
rg

, K
ell

y S
ied

en
bu

rg
, E

lly
n R

oe

Live animals – Woody (the 
donkey), a sheep, and Hank 
(the camel) were highlights  

for our guests!

Page 9, far right: Guides 
were decked out in black 
coats, red scarves and top 

hats as they interacted  
with each guest group to  
represent the love of our  

BPC congregation.

At right: The stable scene 
featured three generations  

of the Diener family. 

At right: The angel  
Mark Henry appears to 
Joseph – how’s that for 

typecasting?

Page 9: left:
The angel choir…Glory to 

God in the Highest!

Page 9, top left:  
Five of the six Marys pose 

before heading to their 
respective venues.

Page 9, top right:  
Announcing Ceasar’s decree
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